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Since starting this project I have gained lots of 
new experiences and learnt a lot. Being able to 
go outdoors, kneel on the ground and be close 
to nature, whilst working to conserve native 
plants and trees. 

I have a good understanding of our work and 
that what we have achieved is to help wild 
plants grow and encourage more wildlife, such 
as butterflies, to use the environment to flourish 
and grow. Doing this project has made me 
realise how fantastic and enjoyable working 
outdoors can be. The group has created a real 
sense of community bringing people together 
from all walks of life to create and maintain 
a brilliant environment for people, plants and 
wildlife.

Rebecca

what i have learned from 
this project

by Rebecca Louise Hollis



This project is about creating an environment 
that is safe but allows the children/young 
people to be free and take control. 

We have a mutual respect for all the children 
and people we work with but also a respect for 
nature and we understand how our actions 
can have a negative or positive effect on the 
environment. 

The sense of community is great and brings a 
diverse range of people together through the 
passion and love that we have or may have 
learnt to have for the environment.

                                                                  Andy

an overview of what 
future greens is about

by Andy Hollis



Today we went to the different sites that 
we will be working on. We completed a risk 
assessment for each site and spoke about certain 
risks and potential risks. We identified how 
we could prevent some risks from happening, 
which gave us a good understanding of the 
environments we will be working in. Due 
to time we didn’t complete all of the risk 
assessments for each site but we became more 
aware of our surroundings and how to be 
prepared.

 3   10   17
The Bottoms 

Shirebrook Woods 
Dukeries Trail

" My biggest achievement is helping the community by maintaining 
the environment. I already feel part of the community but this 
has made it clearer that I am. This project makes me feel good 
because I know I am helping the environment. I have learnt how to 
plant correctly and feel my achievement has been cutting down 
trees and learning why it is important to do so. I feel like I am part 
of the community now that I am part of this project."                                        

Martyn, aged 13



Today we went to one site to explore the area. 
We used maps to navigate our way around the 
site and identify certain things such as ponds 
and plots of trees to help us see where we were 
exactly on the map. 

We used resources that gave us information 
about various trees plants and berries. We put 
our risk assessment to use as we identified that 
the fishing ponds could be a risk if we were 
careless around them. We briefly spoke about 
the work that needed to be done in this area.

10  10   17
Shirebrook Woods



Today we went to one site and started working 
on clearing the trees and plants from the side of 
the footpath. We were using loppers and hand 
saws to complete the work. Before we started 
Andy gave us a safety talk on how to use the 
equipment correctly and safely. 

We worked in small groups to cover more areas, 
making piles of the trees and plants and then 
safely moving them further into the woods 
so they were out of the way. We wore gloves 
to protect our hands for bramble, nettles and 
splinters. Once we’d finished we tidied our areas 
and put away the tools safely. We then had 
a brief talk about what we enjoyed about the 
session and what we didn’t enjoy. The children said 
they enjoyed cutting the trees, being adventurous 
and doing something that they hadn’t done before. 
The only things that they didn’t enjoy were getting 
prickled, the wood shavings getting on them and 
the potential dangers such as using the hand 
saws inappropriately. Everyone had a clear 
understanding of the risks and we all made sure 
we were aware and able to stop any risks from 
happening.

 17   10   17
Dukeries Trail



Our task today was to carry on our work from 
last week at the same site. We had another 
brief talk about safety and using the hand 
saws correctly. Again we worked in small 
groups and worked our way up the footpath. 
Andy had told us the week before that trees 
such as Silver Birch, goat willow and alder 
could be cut down, as they are in abundance 
but we mustn’t cut down the oak trees as they 
are hugely beneficial to wildlife and have over 
390 insect species associated with them. We 
made sure that we knew what trees were oak 
by looking at the leaves. By clearing space 
around the oak trees it will enable them to 
grow and have enough space to do so without 
other trees and plants getting in the way. We 
managed to clear most of the trees and plants 
from one area but we will need to go back and 
finish this work at a later date.

31  10   17
Dukeries Trail



Today we carried on with the work from last 
time, clearing more of the footpath working in 
groups of two and three. 

We worked further along the path creating 
space for other trees, plants and wild flowers 
to grow. We spoke about how everyone felt 
about the project but also the purpose of 
conserving the area. We also talked about the 
wildlife that can be found in this environment.

 28   11   17
Dukeries Trail

"I have learnt how to plant correctly and feel my achievement 
has been cutting down trees and learning why it is important to 
do so. I feel like I am part of the community now that I am part 
of this project."                                        

Martyn, aged 13



We went to Shirebrook woods today to explore 
further into the woods and talk about how we 
can conserve this area. We went to an area 
and started to clear the footpath. We also 
spoke about different trees and plants.

 5   12   17
Shirebrook Woods

"I have learnt about the 

history of hawthorns 

and how they were 

used 200 years ago to 

create fences to divide 

different parts of land and 

keep livestock safe and 

enclosed. This project is 

important to me as I am 

helping the natural areas 

in the community."

Dillon, aged 13



Today we had a walk around The Carrs and 
discussed work that could be done in the future, 
improving the meadow area by planting with 
meadow plants. 

We saw lots of different birds near the river and 
spoke about other animals that may live here. 

 12   12   17
The Carrs

"I have learnt about different types of trees that are 

native such as oak and silver birch. My achievement 

has been helping the environment. I feel like I am 

part of the community because of this. I have also 

enjoyed eating sweets."                                        

Ella, aged 11



Today we had a walk further into Dukeries 
trail, and got to an area with a hill. We got to 
the top and looked at our surroundings. It was 
nice to see the view and we spoke about the 
landscape and wildlife in this area. We also 
spoke about finishing the work here and how 
this would benefit this type of woodland.

 9    1    18
Dukeries Trail



Future Greens is an exciting new environmental project in 
the Warsop Parish delivered in partnership between Vibrant 
Warsop and Eco-logic and funded by Big Warsop. 

The project is currently looking for volunteers with a 
passion for nature, the outdoors and the environment. 

The Future Greens project is supported by:


